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Fwd: Bocce Banter --- February 2024

NANCY HAYDEN/DAVID WILLIAMS <dwnh@sbcglobal.net>
Thu 04/04/2024 4:44 PM

To:David S Williams <will.4321@hotmail.com>

Bocce Banter
February  2024

President's Message

February has always been a busy month 
for the Bocce Club. The Battle of the 
Sexes, the Potluck, the preliminary rounds 
of the Women's Tournament, and of the 
Men's Tournament, the Semi-Final and 
Finals of both tournaments, and the Wine 
& Cheese Social all occurred in a short 3 
week time period. And all were well-run, 
fun events for participants and spectators 
alike. 

Special thanks for all involved, the 
volunteers who worked on the courts, the 
referees, the volunteers who planned the 
social events and especially 
the tournament directors. 

Read below about these events and the 
upcoming Bocce Community Challenge 
Tournament.

And if you have not yet cast your ballot 
for the BBCA board election: two of the 
candidates for the Board of Directors are 
Bocce Club members: Susan Hager and 
Chris Borncamp. Voting deadline is March 
7. Be sure to vote.

See you at the courts!

Dave

Directory

Order in which each item will appear in this Banter. 

President's Message (see above)
Directory
March's Event Listings
League Coordinator's Meeting
Membership Update
Bocce Community Challenge --- Event 
Details & Registration Info
Bocce Community Challenge Registration 
Link
Pizza Party -- After the Challenge Details & 
Registration Info
Pizza Party Social Registration Link
Women's & Men's 2024 Tournament 
Outcomes & Pics
Wine & Cheese Social: Info and Pics

Reminder:  If you are reading this Banter 
on your cell phone, a better presentation 

of the material is when you hold your 
phone in the horizontal position. 

March Activity/Event 
Listings

2024 Bocce Community 
Challenge Tournament 

Saturday, March 16
************

2024 Pizza Party Social
Saturday, March 16

************

Women's Open Play
Every Wednesday  9:30 -11:30 

************

Men's Open Play
Every Friday  1- 3 pm

League Coordinators 
Meeting & Luncheon

The League Coordinators Annual Meeting, 
with luncheon to follow, will be held in 

early April.  As always the Bocce Board is 
hopeful that all our League Coordinators 

will be able to attend in order to hear and 
discuss future Club plans, Board positions, 
and the on-going Club needs that must be 
addressed.  Once a date has been set up, 
if you as the Coordinator know you will be 
unable to attend, then please arrange for 

another of your League members to 
attend in your place.

The luncheon is a wonderful conclusion to 
the past Bocce season --- a time to share 
experiences of the past months ---  and 
the Club's way to say thank you for a job 
well done.  Further details will be sent out 

by email as soon as all the necessary 
arrangements have been made.  

Membership Update
*********

As of this date the Bocce Club has an 
active membership of 648 paid members. 
As noted in previous updates there was a 
normal rate of membership attrition of 
previous members due to various reasons. 
However, overall membership has 
continued to grow throughout the season 
as we show our Bonita Bay friends and 
neighbors, both new and old, how much 
fun playing bocce can be.  As our Club 
mission statement says, "a spirit of 
friendly competition in a highly social 
environment".

New members are reminded to let 
Membership Director Ken 
Dykman know if they have joined one 
of our current leagues. League 
Coordinators are also encouraged to let 
Ken know if they have any newly 
added members. Contact him at:

ksdykman@sbcglobal.net

A Membership Reminder --- A Bocce 
Club member must be a resident 
 (owner or renter) of the Bonita Bay 
Community.  

It is our responsibility to screen new 
members as best we can and to, if 
necessary, prevent future renewals 
of a non-resident.  

Please do not invite others who 
reside outside of Bonita Bay to join.

2024 Bocce   
Community Challenge

Saturday, March 16

***********
Date:  Saturday, March 16
Time:  Determined By Match Scheduling
Location:  Riverwalk Park Bocce Courts
Raindate:  Saturday, March 23
Registration Ends:  Friday, March 8

After Reading the Guidelines & Details 
Below You Will Find A Link At the Bottom 

of This Article That You Can Use To 
Register.

***********

Community Challenge Guidelines
 The Community Challenge is a single 
elimination team event.  This one day 
event can accommodate a maximum 
number of 26 teams of 4 members 
each. 

All teams must have at least one 
member of the opposite sex.  Teams 
of four (4), made up of 2 men & 2 
women, 3 men & 1 woman, or 1 man & 
3 women are invited to join the 
competition. 

Individual members and 
coupleslooking for a team may also 
sign up and teams will be made 
according to the guidelines above.

Team Registration Procedure
1) Registering a Team:  A team captain 
representing the team registers for all 
team members, as per the directions 
below:

Click on the appropriate registration 
category -- Team Registration.

Write in your Team Name

Write in your name and your email.

Add the names of your other 3 team 
members under Guests. The email 
& phone of the 3 members are not 
required.

Note:  All team members listed 
MUST be members of the Bocce 
Club.  

2)   Registering an Individual or Couple 
Needing A Team:   An individual or 
couple who don't have a team but want to 
participate are also invited to sign 
up.  See information below:

Check the appropriate registration 
category.

Complete the following information: 
First & Last name and Email. 

Once a team is formed one person 
will be asked to assume the position 
of Team Captain.  

3. This single elimination event can 
accommodate a maximum of 26 
teams.  

An assigned playing time and 
opponent will be determined at the 
completion of the registration. Team 
Captain's will be notified (and will 
then notify his/her team members) as 
to their team's playing time and 
opponent. 

Forming A Team
There are many ways to form a team:

A group of 4 (as per the guidelines 
above) from your Bocce Club league. 
League coordinators are encouraged to 
assist in promoting their league 
members to create a team.
Register as an individual or couple and 
let us form a team of 4 for you.
Any two Bocce Club couples may form 
a team.
Club friends from any of the Bonita 
communities may form a team.
Just remember -- all teams must have 
a minimum of one person of the 
opposite sex.  Examples are:  2 men/2 
women -- 3 men/1 woman -- 3 
women/1 man.

The Tournament
Winner of each match moves on to the 
next round.  Loser is eliminated.
Each team is asked to arrive at the 
courts at least 15 minutes prior to their 
scheduled playing time.

***********

 Registration Ends Friday, March 8

Community 
Challenge 

Registration 

<<---- Register Here
Click your cursor on 
the green button to 
the left to register.

Pizza Party
After The Community Challenge 

 Tournament Social

 Following the Community Challenge! 
Saturday, March 16, 2024
Riverwalk Park Bocce Courts & Pavilion

5:00 pm 
*********

 For All Bocce Club Members
*********

Who May Attend:  All Bocce Club 
members are invited to the Pizza Party 
Social

Event Cost: $10.00/person  or  $20.00/couple 

Registration is Required:  Registration is 
necessary if you plan on attending.  

The member who registers for a bundled 
(couple's) membership needs to add 
(check) their partner in as a Guest.
At the end of this article you will find 
a Link that will allow you to register.

What Will Be Provided by the Club:  

 Pizza, Salad, and Cookies.  Beverages and all 
other snacks are BYO.    

                  

Last Day To Register:  March 12th                  

      

Time of Event:    5:00  pm 
Immediately following the Community 

Challenge Tournament Finals

Raindate:  Saturday, March 23

*********************.

The Pizza Party Social Event is a great 
ending to a wonderful day.  

Come join in the fun!

Pizza Party 
Registration

 

<--- Click 
the red buttonlink to the 

left to register for the 
Pizza Party Social!

2024 
Women's & Men's 

 Tournaments

WOMEN'S MEN'S

The Bocce Club held the annual Men’s and 
Women’s tournaments in mid-February.  A 
total of 22 women and 26 men competed 
for the Club's individual championships. 
The format this season had the 
preliminary rounds of play take place 
earlier in the week on separate days and 
the Semifinals and Finals for both 
divisions together a few days later on 
Saturday afternoon. Both tournaments 
had a lot of great bocce and the finals for 
both divisions were extremely hard fought 
and close.  Many club members came to 
watch the final matches and enjoy the 
Wine and Cheese Social held at the 
Tournament's conclusion.

In the Women's Tournament congrats go 
to all the players who had reached the 
Semifinals played earlier in the day. 
Semifinalists for the ladies were the teams 
of Morna Fornier & Cindy Golusin versus 
the team of Phyllis Crockett & Mary Mach 
in one match and Mitzi Transue & Suzanne 
Mooney versus Laurie Fritze & Melanie 
Trimmer in the other.  

The Transue/Mooney team edged the 
Trimmer/Fritze team in a neck and neck 
battle 12-11.  The Fornier/Golusin team 
defeated the Transue/Mooney 12-10 in 
another nail biter.  The final match 
measured up to the competition seen in 
the two semi-final matches with the two 
finalists battling to a Fournier/Golusin 12-
10 victory.  

On the Men’s side, it was the match of 
three past champions along with one new 
final rounds competitor.  The survivors of 
Thursday's opening single elimination 
rounds and this year's Semi-Finalists were 
Men's champions from year's past Tom 
Covelli, Hank Gempeler, and Joe 
Calabrese. Bryan Trimmer was the new 
"kid"on the block making up the final four. 
 In the semi-final round early Saturday, 
Hank defeated Tom and Bryan was 
victorious over Joe.  In the final round 
Brian gave his rival a tough fight but Hank 
prevailed for a well earned victory and 
with it, once again, the Men's 
Championship title he had won in the 
2018 tournament.  

Many thanks to the facilities crew that had 
the courts in great shape, to all the 
referees that volunteered, and to all the 
tournament competitors that make these 
tournaments possible.

It was a wonderful day to be watching 
bocce at its best as played by all these 
outstanding players.

   2024 Women's 
Tournament Champions 
Cindy Golusin (left) & 
Morna Fornier (right).

2024 Men's
Tournament Champion 
Hank Gempeler (left) & 

Runner-up Bryan Trimmer

Women Semi-Finalists 
Mitzi Transue & Suzanne 
Mooney vs Laurie Fritze 
and Melanie Trimmer

Women Semi-Finalists
Phyllis Crockett & 
Mary Mach

************

Men's Semi-Finalist 
Joe Calabrese

Men's Semi-Finalist 
Tom Covelli

To see more Women's/Men's Tournament 
pictures click on the Link below or go to 
Event Photos on the Bocce Club website. 

2024 Women's & Men's Tournaments <-- Link

Wine & Cheese 
Social 
****************

Info and Pictures
Wine and Cheese 

Coordinator Peggy 
Meyer (c) with 

volunteers JoAnn 
Conley  and Betty 

Weilage 

There isn’t a better way to follow a great 
day of bocce than with wine and 
cheese! The after tourney event allowed 
bocce members to socialize and discuss 
the games. Of course with the wine 
following how could one not love the 
game of bocce! 

Special thanks to Peggy Meyer, our Event 
Coordinator, and her volunteers Betty 
Weilage, Susie Burckardt, JoAnn Conley, 
and Linda & George Siemens for their 
assistance in setting up and serving. 

Lots of smiles at 
this table! 
Looks like 
everyone is 

enjoying their 
Wine & Cheese.

 Ron Conley 
receiving  his 

Wine and 
Cheese from 

volunteers Linda 
Siemens & Susie 

Burckardt 

 Wine, cheese, a 
few bottles of 
water,  good 

company, and 
waterside 

seating. What 
could be better?

To see more Wine & Cheese Social 
pictures click on the Link below or go to 
Event Photos on the Bocce Club website. 

2024 Wine and Cheese Social <-- Link

The mission of Bonita Bay Bocce is to promote the play of 
organized Bocce and to foster a spirit of friendly 

competition in a highly social environment.

Play Bocce!
See You At The Courts! 

bonitabaybocce.wildapricot.org
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