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President's Message

The 2022-23 Bocce Club season is off to a 
great start. The Battle of the Sexes 
Tournament on January 27 was exciting 
and well attended. For more on the event, 
see the article below for photos and 
further info.

January was also the month that our Club 
reaches out to bring in new members 
through our on-going sessions of Learn to 
Play Bocce Workshops and the BBCA 
sponsored Meet and Greet. We've had 
wonderful success promoting our sport as 
we work to prevent it's numbers from 
diminishing.

Upcoming tournaments in February are 
the Women's Tournament preliminary 
games February 14, the Men's prelims 
February 15 and the semifinals and finals 
for Women and Men on Saturday, 
February 17. More info and signup links 
below.

Tournaments, Social Events and meeting 
new friends are what the Bocce Club is all 
about!

See you at the courts!

Dave

Directory
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President's Message (see above)
Directory
February's Event Listings
2024 Annual League Coordinator Meeting 
Agenda & Information 
January's Intro to Bocce Workshop 
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Member In The Running For Board Position 
Women's 2024 Tournament Registration Info
Men's 2024 Tournament Registration Info
Wine & Cheese Social After Men's/Women's 
Tournament Finals
January 2024's Battle of the Sexes/Potluck 
Social: Article & Pics
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Participation
40th Anniversary of the Founding of Bonita 
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Reminder:  If you are reading this Banter 
on your cell phone, a better presentation 

of the material is when you hold your 
phone in the horizontal position. 

February Activity/Event 
Listings

Women's 2024 Tournament 
   Two Day Event--See Below

Wednesday, February 14
Saturday, February 17

************

Men's 2024 Tournament       
   Two Day Event--See Below

Thursday, February 15
Saturday, February 17

************

Wine & Cheese Social
After The Tournament Social 

Saturday, February 17
4:30  pm

Women's Open Play
Every Wednesday  9:30 - 11:30 
except February 15th

************

Men's Open Play
Every Friday  1- 3 pm

************

Men's & Women's Open Play
Every Friday  3-5 pm

January 2024
League 

Coordinator's 
Meeting

The January 9th Annual Coordinator's 
Meeting was held at the BBCA Center. The 
meeting was opened by Bocce Board 
President Dave Williams.Representatives 
from 30 Bonita Bay Bocce Club leagues 
were in attendance.  Click the link below 
for details:

Coordinators Meeting January 2024.pdf

January 2024
Intro To Bocce 

Workshop

January 19th Intro group 
with instructor Nancy. 

January 21st Intro group 
with instructor Dave.

The originally scheduled date for the 
January 12th Introduction to Bocce 
Workshop was thwarted by Mother 
Nature. Bocce Club Instructors Mary Alice 
Wexler, Skeet Shutt, Nancy Hayden, and 
Dave Williams, along with 5 hardy Bonita 
residents wanting to learn more about 
bocce, had to finally give up when the 
heavens opened up and the courts 
became too wet and muddy to play. All 
had a good but soggy time and some 
have now joined.  

Not giving up though, and knowing there 
were more who wanted to participate, 
Dave rescheduled another session for 
January 19th for those who missed out on 
the January 12th session. Even with the 
weather once again looking ominous that 
day, Dave went down to the courts in 
case anyone did show up. The courts were 
playable and Dave found that nine 
enthusiastic attendees (see picture above) 
had shown up to be introduced to bocce. 
Dave and Nancy Hayden were the 
instructors on what would turn out to be a 
nice cool bocce afternoon and a 
productive one as well.

Knowing that there were still some 
interested residents who the weather had 
kept from taking part even on the 19th, 
Dave and Nancy bundled up once again to 
host and instruct four more newbies (see 
pic above) on Sunday, January 21st.  It 
was still a rather cool day but after all the 
rain and cloudy days the sunshine made it 
a delightful afternoon.

The Introduction to Bocce Workshops 
have proven to be a very effective means 
of promoting our Club as well as 
maintaining and adding to the number of 
members necessary to keep the Club 
strong.  A big thanks to all our Club 
member volunteers who serve as 
instructors.

Click on the link below to see a few more 
Intro pictures:

2024 January Learn To Play Bocce Workshop

hhhhhhh

All Bocce Club members are invited to 
come to the Women's and Men's 
Tournament Semifinal & Finals matches to 
be held on Saturday, February 17th, as per 
the scheduled times listed below. 
Come cheer on your favorite competitors 
and socialize with other Bocce Club 
members during and after the conclusion 
of the Tournaments. The Club will host an 
after the tournament Wine and Cheese 
Social event for all club members who 
register.

Also, feel free to come watch the earlier 
rounds that will lead up to the Semi's and 
Finals.  The Women's opening rounds 
begin on Wednesday morning, February 
14th and the Men's go throughout the day 
on Thursday, February 15th.

Women's and Men's Tournaments 

Semifinal & Final Rounds
Riverwalk Park Courts
 Saturday, February 17

Women's Semifinals 1:30 pm
Men's Semifinals  2:30 pm
  Women's Final   3:30 pm
   Men's Final       3:30 pm

Note:  If you're interested in competing, 
the information and a registration link for 
both the Women's and Men's 
Tournaments are in the two following 
articles below. 

Upcoming BBCA Board Election
Bocce Club Member In The Running

For A BBCA Board Position

If they don't know already, then most 
Bonita residents will soon be aware that 
the BBCA Board of Director's election 
balloting will begin on February 20th and 
conclude on March 7th. Susan Hagar 
is the only Bocce Club member presently 
on the BBCA Board and will be the only 
Bocce member to be running in this 
election. Susan and her husband are 
active Bocce Club members who play in 
the New Gang league and have been 
participants in many of our Club activities.

While presently serving on the BBCA 
Board Susan has been an advocate for 
various Bocce Club concerns brought to 
the BBCA Board's attention.  She has 
supported the approved project to 
construct handicapped parking nearer to 
the courts. She has also shown support 
for our Board's request to allow parking 
along Riverwalk Way during our 
tournaments and tournament related 
social events.

To learn more about Susan's background 
information, her on-going involvement 
and philosophy regarding the many 
important Bonita Bay issues during her 
present tenure on the BBCA Board, as well 
as her priorities going forward if 
elected CLICK ON THE PDF LINK BELOW.

Susan Hagar Background Information .pdf

Women's 2024 
Tournament
Information & Registration

** A Two Day Event **
   1st Day Opening Rounds
 Wednesday, February 14, 2024

**********
2nd Day Semifinal & Final 

Saturday, February 17, 2024

**********
To Register Here in the Banter
A Registration Link is Located at the End of the 
Tournament Information Below

Last Day to Register is  Thursday, February 8th

**********
Event Dates/Times:

1st Round - Wednesday, Feb 14    9 am - 1 pm
Semifinal Rounds - Saturday, Feb 17  1:30 pm
Final - Saturday, Feb 17        3:30 pm

Location:   Riverwalk Park Bocce Complex
***********
Tournament Format

1.  Each player will register as an 
individual.

2.  A team of two (2) players will be 
paired up together by a random drawing 
upon completion of the registration.

3.  A random draw will be used to 
determine match schedule/bracket 
placement for the first round day.

4.  A single elimination bracket system 
will be used to determine winning team.

5. Opening Rounds Raindate:  If the 
weather doesn’t cooperate for the 1st Day 
Rounds on Wednesday, February 14 they 
will be re-scheduled on Friday, February 
10 at a "To Be Determined" time between 
1 pm and 6 pm.

6. Semifinals/Finals Raindate:  The 
raindate for the Semi-Final/Final Rounds 
scheduled for Saturday, February 17 will 
be held on Saturday, February 24.

7. 1st Day starting time and schedules will 
be announced and sent to you after the 
random bracket drawing has been 
completed.

8. Last date to register is Thursday, 
February 8.

9. Players need to be available for all 
rounds of play on both scheduled dates.

10. Contact Joe Calabrese, Tournament 
Director, if you have any Tournament 
questions.

*******

Register Here for the Women's 2024 Tournament
Click in the center of the Green Box below.

Click Here To Register 2024 
Women's Tournament 

Last Day to Register is Thursday, February 8th.

Last Season's 
 Women's Tournament 
2023 Champions
Mitzi Transue  & Ellen Irving 

Men's 2024 
Tournament

** A Two Day Event **
1st Day Opening Rounds

 Thursday, February 15, 2024
***********

2nd Day Semifinal & Final 
Saturday, February 17, 2024
***********
To Register Here in the Banter
A Registration Link is Located at the End of the 
Tournament Information Below

Last Day to Register is Thursday, February 8th

***********
Event Dates/Times:

1st Round - Thursday, Feb 15       9 am - 4 pm
Semifinals Round -Saturday, Feb 17   2:30 pm
Final - Saturday, Feb 17        3:30 pm

Location:   Riverwalk Park Bocce Complex
***********
Tournament Format

Each player will register as an 
individual. Register here or register by 
using the Upcoming Events section on 
the Bocce Club website.

This season it will be a two (2) day, 
single elimination (as per above) 
event. 

A random draw will be used to 
determine match schedule and bracket 
placement.  

Opening Rounds Raindate:  If the 
weather doesn’t cooperate for the 1st 
Day Rounds on Thursday, February 15 
they will be re-scheduled on Friday, 
February 16 at a "To Be Determined" 
time between 1 pm and 6 pm.

Semifinal/Finals Raindate:  The 
raindate for the Semi-Final/Final 
Rounds scheduled for Saturday, 
February 17 will be held on Saturday, 
February 24.

Starting time schedules will be 
announced and emailed to you after 
the random bracket drawing has been 
completed.

Please arrive 15 minutes prior to your 
scheduled match time.

Last date to register is Thursday, 
February 8.

All players must be available on both 
dates of play.

Participants in the tournament may be 
asked to referee matches before or 
after they are scheduled to play. 

Contact Joe Calabrese, Tournament 
Coordinator, if you have any 
Tournament questions.

Joe Calabrese
jcalabrese1948@gmail.com

***********
 Register Here for the Men's 2024 Tournament

Click in the center of the Orange Box below.

Click Here To Register 
2024 Men's Tournament 

Last Day to Register is Thursday, February 8th

 2023 Season Men's Tournament 
Champion Tom Covelli (R) & 
Tournament Runner-up Joe 
Calabrese (L)

Wine and Cheese 
After The
Tournament Social

February 17, 2024

Following the Women's/Men's 
Tournament Finals

Riverwalk Park Bocce Courts & Pavilion

4:30 pm 
*********

 For All Bocce Club Members
*********

Who May Attend:  All Bocce Club 
members are invited to the Wine & 
Cheese Event. 

Event Cost:    No Charge     

Registration is Required:  Please register if 
you plan on attending.  A head count is 
necessary to order the appropriate amount of 
wine and cheese.

If you have a Couple's Membership, the 
member who registers needs to include 
his/her partner as a Guest.

What Will Be Provided by the Club:    The Wine 
and Cheese will be provided.  Any other food 
items and liquid refreshments are BYO.            

Last Date To Register:   Sunday, February 11

Time of Event:  4:30 pm --  Immediately 
following the Men's & Women's Tournament
Finals.

Raindate:  Saturday, February 24
***************

Parking: Will be available in both the 
Riverwalk Park parking lot and also along 
Riverwalk Way on the park side of the street.

The Wine & Cheese Social Event is a great 
ending to a wonderful day.  

Come join in the fun!

To Register For the Wine & Cheese After the 
Tournament Social Click On The Button Link 

Below

Click Here To Register For 
Wine and Cheese Social 

 2024 Season
Battle of the Sexes

The annual Bocce Club Battle of the Sexes 
took place on Saturday, January 27th at 
Riverwalk Park. What a great day!

A total of 104 members, making up 26 
teams, participated and many club 
members joined the Pot Luck Dinner that 
followed. While the men captured more 
wins, the ladies fought valiantly and 
forced a number of close games.

Teams chose colorful names like the 
Bocce Banditas, the Bonita Barbies, the 
Four Bocceteers, and the 
Boccegaloops. The weather was perfect 
and many of the players stayed 
throughout the afternoon to root on the 
other teams.  Although the Men's teams 
prevailed, the main story was the fun and 
camaraderie enjoyed by all who attended. 
Making new friends and re-acquainting 
with many from past events and 
tournaments.  And that’s what the club is 
all about….enduring friendships.  All 
players and spectators enjoyed the 
spirited but friendly competition.  

Thanks go to Men's Team Leader 
Steve Hobbs and Women's Team Leader 
Morna Fournier for leading this special 
event.  

The Potluck held after the Battle of the 
Sexes was quite a feast! The amount and 
variety of food was tremendous and 
enjoyed by all who attended.  The 
outstandingly delicious pulled pork 
sandwiches plus an array of salads, sides, 
and desserts awaited all the members 
who participated in the Potluck that was 
open to all our Club members. The Potluck 
has become an annual favorite event of 
our Bocce Club.

We are grateful for Mary Calabrese for 
chairing the Potluck event.  A special 
thank you goes to those on Mary's crew of 
volunteers, Mary Ann Galluccio, Carol 
Pytlarz, Lynn Miller, Donna Hilstrom, and 
Carol DeLeonardis, for all they did to 
make the event such a success.  

More thanks for their assistance with the 
Events of the day go out to the following 
volunteers:

Court maintenance volunteers - Bob 
Newbery and crew.

Referees - Sheila & Will Rymar, Dave 
Williams, Mary Alice Wexler, Cindy 
Golusin, Morna Fournier, Tom Albright, 
Neil Albert, Carol Pytlarz, Art Johnson, 
Mitzi Transue,  Joe & Mary Calabrese

Both the Battle and the Potluck continued 
to demonstrate that we are primarily a 
social club –-- we love to have fun!

Click on the link below to see more pictures 
of the Battle of the Sexes

 2024 Battle of the Sexes

A Big Thanks
A big thanks goes out to Wilson and to 
Brian (shown in picture below), from BBCA 
Grounds Maintenance, for replacing 
several broken pavers located at the ends 
of the 3 bocce courts just in time for the 
upcoming Battle of the Sexes. 

Their timing and efforts are greatly 
appreciated for the job well done.

Are You A Member Who Wants 
To Join A League?

If you are a member of the Bocce Club, 
either an individual or a couple, who's 
interested in joining a team for league 
play.  Our recent survey shows we have 
several leagues that presently have 
openings available.  If you're interested 
please contact Membership Director, Ken 
Dykman.

ksdykman@sbcglobal.net

We encourage our members who want to 
participate to contact Ken. Come join this 
fun-filled, most participated in, activity of 
the Bocce Club. 

******************

Women's and Men's 

Open League Play

Also, don't forget the opportunity to 
participate as an individual in the 
Women's or Men's Open Leagues.  You 
don't need to contact Ken, as was 
requested above, to be a part of Open 
Bocce.  Open Bocce means that a male or 
female member of the Bocce Club can 
show up and participate at the time 
scheduled for their gender appropriate 
Open Play.  It's friendly competition in a 
fun social atmosphere. So, if you're 
interested, c'mon down to the courts at 
the scheduled time listed below.  

Women's Wednesday Open Bocce 

9:30 AM-11:30 AM

*****

Men's Friday Open Bocce

1 PM - 3 PM

BBCA
Meet & 
Greet

Joe Calabrese (L) and Dave Perrin (R) 
represented the Bocce Club at the BBCA 
Meet and Greet held on January 15th. 
Residents have the opportunity to learn 
about the many clubs that are available 
for those who live here in Bonita Bay.  It's 
a great opportunity for our Club to 
promote our sport to both new and 
established residents who are interested 
in learning about the wonderful things our 
Club has to offer.

 The Founding of Bonita Bay
40th Anniversary 
Yes, it's been 40 years since Bonita Bay 
was founded.  The BBCA has set up 
special events to take place this spring 
and this coming fall to celebrate this 
wonderful occasion.  As part of this, the 
Bocce Club is reaching out to any of our 
present members who have been bocce 
lovers since back in the day when the 
bocce facilities were not the state of the 
art that they are today.

Our Request:  If you have or know of 
someone who does have pictures of the 
Bonita Bay bocce courts from a years ago 
before the present Riverwalk Park 
complex was built, then please let us 
know so we can commemorate our bocce 
history as part of the 40 year celebration.

Contact Dave Williams (email below) if 
you are able to assist us in this search. 

dwnh@sbcglobal.net

Bocce Club
Membership Update
The most recent Club membership is now 
630 active members as of January 
30th.  Thirty (30) new members have been 
added this month and 59 previous 
members have not renewed their dues for 
this season. Club efforts to both renew 
past memberships and to promote the 
Club through the Intro To Bocce 
Workshops, BBCA Meet & Greet 
participation, and Coordinator's 
communicating with their league members 
has been essential in maintaining a very 
positive and strong membership base.

The mission of Bonita Bay Bocce is to promote the play of 
organized Bocce and to foster a spirit of friendly 

competition in a highly social environment.

Play Bocce!
See You At The Courts! 

bonitabaybocce.wildapricot.org
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